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Government Affairs Committee Update

CABOR'’s Government Affairs
Committee continues to be
hard at work on the issues that
impact your business.

Since Chairman Dave Diffendal
took the reigns, the committee
has been working on various
issues including participation
with the Cuyahoga County
Transition Team, rental prop-

erty owner fees, blighted house

definitions, and final water billing
issues. Each of these issue areas
was brought to CABOR’s atten-
tion by its members.

The Committee has also
stepped up its efforts to support
other CABOR groups, including
the RPAC. This year, several

REMINDER:
CABOR is closed
July 2 and July 5.

committee members joined
forces to donate a gas grill and
accessories to the RPAC Auc-
tion. The item was one of the
more popular on the silent
auction block.

Chairman Diffendal continues
to work on increasing partici-
pation in the City Hall Ob-
server program. This program
helps CABOR monitor legisla-
tion that could impact the real
estate industry in the nearly
60 Cuyahoga County commu-
nities. If you are interested in
helping out, contact Jamie
McMillen at (216) 901-0130,
fax in the application in this
newsletter, or send an email
to info@cabor.com.

=" 2010 RPAC Auction a Success

Many CABOR members packed
the house June 17th for the an-
nual auction to support the
REALTORS Political Action
Committee (RPAC).

Attendees were treated to a
catered dinner from Tommy’s,
the live steel drum entertain-
ment of Island Jeff Cavallo, an
open bar compliments of Cross
Country Mortgage, and auction
led by real estate auctioneer
Michael Berland of the Chartwell
Group.

One attendee was overheard
saying, “CABOR really outdid
itself this year.”

A wide variety of top-dollar
items were available for mem-
bers to bid on. Items ranged
from sporting event tickets to
private dinner parties to de-
signer purses and autographed
memorabilia.

Val Tocci with Guardian Title
commented, “This was a super
event! Good food, fun time
and wonderful people. | look

forward to outbidding everyone
on a Coach purse next year.”

Auction goers were also invited
to attend a one hour continuing
education class on foreclosure
prevention.

RPAC Trustee and Past President
Barbara Lachowicz (Preferred
Properties) said, “Once again,
working together paid off! Staff,
the RPAC committee and volun-
teers produced fun-filled evening.

Guests enjoyed great food and
(Continued on page 8)
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Look for CABOR on
Facebook, LinkedIn,
and Twitter!

“..legislation...
prohibit(s)
developers,

builders, etc.

from being able

to attach a 99-
year private
transfer fee
covenant to the

title...”

CABOR & NEORSD Meet

Representatives from the
Cleveland Area Board of
REALTORS have been in
talks with the Northeast
Ohio Regional Sewer Dis-
trict.

Discussion was triggered by
ongoing concerns sur-
rounding the final water/
sewer bill and delays re-
lated to it.

Participants included
CABOR Chair George Po-

fok, Lobbyist Mike Caputo,
Affiliates Council Chair
Dave lammarino, and Gov-
ernment Affairs Director
Jamie McMillen.

Both CABOR and
NEORSD representatives
expressed concern regard-
ing escrow amounts for
final bill payment. Addition-
ally, both sides commented
that delays in receiving final
bills are a problem for all
involved parties.

While talks continue, please
contact Jamie McMillen at
(216) 901-0130 or by email
at info@cabor.com with
any concerns or problems
you have had.

Want to learn more about
the NEORSD? Check out
their website; http:/
www.neorsd.org or call
(216) 641-6000, Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Call for Action Update: Congress Gives REALTORS Double Victory

From: NAR Government Affairs
and Community & Political Affairs
Divisions

Thank you for taking action
recently on our Call for Action
regarding the continuation of
the National Flood Insurance
Program and the continuation
of the 502 Rural Housing Pro-
gram.

Last night (June 30), the Senate
passed the National Flood In-
surance Program Extension Act

of 2010 (H.R. 5569), an exten-
sion of the National Flood In-
surance Program until Septem-
ber 30, 2010. This will allow
transactions to move forward.
The bill is retroactive and cov-
ers the lapse period from June
1, 2010, to the date of enact-
ment of the extension. NAR
members sent more than
250,000 letters to Members of
Congress encouraging them to
extend the program.

Additionally, Congress passed

an extension of the closing dead-
line for the Homebuyer Tax
Credit, the Homebuyer Assis-
tance and Improvement Act (H.R.
5623). The extension applies only
to transactions that have ratified
contracts in place as of April 30,
2010, that have not yet closed.
The legislation is designed to
create a seamless extension; the
new closing deadline for eligible
transactions is now September
30, 2010. There will be no gap
(Continued on page 7)

OAR Blocks Private Transfer Fee Legislation

Last week, Gov. Strickland
signed into law, House Bill
292, legislation the Ohio
Association of REALTORS
worked very hard to pass
that would prohibit devel-
opers, builders, etc. from
being able to attach a 99-
year private transfer fee
covenant to the title of

NEWS YOU CAN USE...

residential or commercial
property in Ohio.

Prior to Ohio passing it's
law, approximately 25
states have enacted, intro-
duced, or are considering
similar legislation this year
orin 2011.

OAR worked side-by-side

with the Ohio State Bar
Association, Ohio Land
Title Association and the
Ohio Bankers League to
pass this very important
piece of legislation.

House Bill 292 becomes
effective in 90 days.


http://takeaction.realtoractioncenter.com/campaign/nhip_rhs_two
http://www.neorsd.org/index.php
http://www.neorsd.org/index.php

RPAC
Riverboat Luncheon
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Join us aboard the Nautica Queen riverboat
for a luncheon to support the

REALTORS® Political Action Committee (RPAC).
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Vour Best Investmerns In Real Estate

Thursday, August 19, 2010
ickets: $30 per person
Ship boards at 11 am.
(The Nauntica Queen is located on the West Bank of the Flats,
in Downtown Cleveland, Ohio.)

Lunch & Couse 12—2 p.m.
RPAC comtributions are not de- 5 ;
ductible for income tax purposes. Reglster online at www.cabor.com
Contributions to RPAC are volun- 2
tary and are used for poiitical pur-
poses. The amount suggested is
merely a guideline and you may
contribute move or less than the
suggested amount. You may r¢fise
to contribute without reprizal and
the National Association of REAL-
TORSH® or ey of its state associa-
tions or local boards will not firvor
or digfivor any member because of
the amownt contridbuted. 70% of
each contribution is used by your
state PAC to support state and local
political candidates. Until your
state PAC reaches its RPAC goal
30% is sent to National RPAC to
support federal candidates and is
charged against your limits under 2
U.S.C 441a; qfter the state PAC
reaches itz RPAC goal it may elect
to retaint your entire contribution
Jor use in supporting state and local
candidates.

Space is limited!

N Wi

- 1. Sugar Warehouse
INE 2. Apartments at Nautica
e 2. Boardwalk/Nautica Queen

g 4. Powerhouse
T~ 5. Nautica Pavillion
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Cleveland Area Board of REALTORSE

The City Hall Observer program was created by the
Cleveland Area Board of REALTORS to ensure that new
legislation does not negatively affect the real estate in-

dustry or private property owners’ rights. We are currently searching for

City Hall Observers in these communities:

City Hall Observers are the eyes and ears for the real

estate industry. CHOs keep the Government Affairs Bayvillage Garfield Heights I ar e em e e
Committes informed of “hot” issues. The role of City Hall Beachwood Gates Mills ofeETETTE
Observer is an informative rele only and not one of ad- Bedford Glenwillow Orange Village
Bentleyville Highland Hills Comrrrrefiwioirte
" o Beres Hunting Valley Pepper Pike
CHO=s are asked to submit simple Bro b i b ot ! Hes
forms to report any real estate Bracikeuill - y Height=
chivity ki das/ ’
minutes to the CABOR staff. Bemeshriowy Linndale Sevorrbilie-
minutes "o e statt- Hevrirr Lyndhurst Shaker Heights
It iz as simple as that! Brooklyn Jrar—
Brooklyn Heights  Mayfield Heights  South Euclid
The Government Affairs Brook-Rask. Mayfield Village Sraagsuilla—
Committee and staff monitor Middleburg Liniversity
activity in 59 communities in  —— T Chagrin Falls Heights Heights
Cuyahoga County alone. We AL Township Moreland Hills 'I.IHE]-HE-
do an extremely effective Clevefarm— "Em@h Walton Hills
job, but we need your help to keep up mﬂ f Heiaht HE"-"HS” th Olmsted m"sﬂ'r ”5h
this hi_gh Imfel ufsuc:{:fs?.. CABOR is trying to build rela- Fast Cleveland North Randall Wnnidak
tionships with communities and the CHO program en- Eudlid Neortir-Ropeitor Woodmears
ables us to get our “foot in the door” early in the legisla- Fairview Park Oakwood
tive process.
**For more information, please contact the
Government Affairs Department at (216) 901-0130.**
Mame:
Company: H 228
H
CLEVELAMD AREA BOARE OF

Phone: e-mail: Rmm’

City You Would Like To Represent:

Please mail form to CABOR c/o Government Affairs Dept., 5633 Brecksville Rd., Independence, OH 44131, or fax to (216) 901-0149.
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estate industry.

Q: | do not understand how
RPAC helps me. There-
fore, why should | con-

NAR send out informa-
tion on a monthly and
sometime weekly and/or
daily basis demonstrating
exactly how RPAC helps
you and others in the real

If you have not, | strongly en-
courage you to check out
www.realtoractioncenter.com.

about the RPAC than would
ever fit into this newsletter.

Have you received an email
about a Call For Action? By fill-
ing out the form and sending the
letter to your legislators, you
are helping RPAC and your pro-
fession. These drives are vitally
important to being heard by our
elected officials. If we do not

tribute?

>

Thank you for your ques-
tion. CABOR, OAR, and

Call For Action Update, cont.

(Continued from page 2)

between June 30 and the date the
President signs the bill into law.
Extending the tax credit closing
deadline will help provide additional
stability to real estate markets
across the nation.

Our Government Affairs team
worked closely with Congressional
leaders on both sides of the aisle to
enact this important legislation.

NAR is still working on restoring

Thank you for your support of
the Cleveland Area Board of
REALTORS® (CABOR) auction

Z Y-

VPolilical
VA ction

.

to support the REALTORS® Po-
litical Action Committee
(RPAC).

You will be pleased to know
that this year's auction was
one of the most successful in
recent history. We simply
could not have done it without

REALTORS'

‘Commi((ee

you! Members such as you
make RPAC the driving force it

This is a great tool to help you
become involved in the politi-
cal process and learn more

the 502 single-family rural housing
loan guarantee program. Language is
included in H.R. 4899, the Emer-

speak up about concerns in the

industry, who will?
(Continued on page 8)
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“..NAR is still

working on

restoring the

502 single-
gency Supplemental Appropriations .
bill, that is currently in conference family rural
between the House and Senate. We housing loan
expect the House to pass that bill g
shortly and are hopeful the Senate will guarantee
do the same when they return the
week of July 12. When that bill passes, program... 2

the program will be restored through
the end of the fiscal year.

For additional information on the tax
credit extension, the flood insurance
program and rural housing, please visit
www.realtor.org/government_affairs.

=\, Spotlight on: RPAC & Auction Supporters

is at every level of govern-
ment. As you know, when
REALTORS®speak, our elected
officials listen.

CABOR's RPAC trustees will
continue to be hard at work
over the next few months. We
are conducting interviews to
determine which candidates
CABOR will support in the Gen-
eral Election, and as you likely
know, we are also planning
another RPAC fundraiser in

August. The August eventis a
riverboat luncheon and cruise
aboard the Nautica Queen.
Be sure to keep an eye out for
emails from CABOR about reg-
istering for this event.

Again, thank you for your ef-
forts and helping us spread the
word...RPAC is your best in-
vestment in real estate.

Sincerely,
Jolyn Brown
CABOR RPAC Chair


http://www.realtoractioncenter.com
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Cleveland Area Board of
REALTORS®

5633 Brecksville Road
Independence, Ohio 44131

Phone: (216) 901-0130
Fax: (216) 525-4834
www.cabor.com

CABOR is the voice for real estate in
Northeast Ohio.

-

Wedre on t web!
www.cabor.com
P

The mission of the
Cleveland Area Board of REALTORS®
(CABOR) is to be the leading resource and
advocate for the real estate
community, to enhance the ability, conduct
and image of its members and to protect and

promote real property rights.

RPAC contributions are not deductible for income tax purposes. Contribu-
tions to RPAC are voluntary and are used for political purposes. The
amount suggested is merely a guideline and you may contribute more or
less than the suggested amount. You may refuse to contribute without
reprisal and the National Association of REALTORS® or any of its state
associations or local boards will not favor or disfavor any member be-
cause of the amount contributed. 70% of each contribution is used by
your state PAC to support state and local political candidates. Until your
state PAC reaches its RPAC goal 30% is sent to National RPAC to support
federal candidates and is charged against your limits under 2 U.S.C. 441a;
after the state PAC reaches its RPAC goal it may elect to retain your entire

| contribution for use in supporting state and local candidates.

Cand I date I nte ere%utstandmg items to bid on.’

i Lachowicz went on to say that,
{ “Laughter and friendships were

With the General Election just a few short
mont hs away, CABOR’
have invited candidates vying for seats in
the Ohio General Assembly to participate
in an interview process.

This process will help the trustees deter-
mine which candidates CABOR will recom-
mend that OAR support in the upcoming
election.

Candidates will field questions about a
variety of topics which may include, but
are not limited to, statewide transfer
taxes, state sales tax, school funding, revi-
talizing neighborhoods, and the state
budget.

A similar process will take place following
the special primary in September for can-
didates running for the new County Execu-
tive and Council seats.

Be sure to watch for recommendations on
which candidates will likely be the most
supportive to the real estate industry.

shared. | look forward to next year’s
?eveﬁﬂ'l‘%ﬁnlﬁg& Hettelr€ € S :
: Although an official number was not
available by this publication’s dead-
i line, CABOR is well on its way to
: reaching its annual fair-share goal.

i event of the year for CABOR’s
i RPAC Trustees. The group has a

(Continued from page 1) (Continued from page 7)

Here are a few issues that RPAC has
helped our profession with: mort-
gage interest deduction, home buyer
tax credit, defeating a sales tax on
real estate commissions, limiting the
increase in application fees (both
renewal and new) for REALTORS
and brokers; defeating a statewide
one (1) mil transfer tax on all real
estate commissions, and increasing
the capital gains tax exclusion for
the sale of a principal residence. All
of these items combined, increase
the annual commission of the aver-
age REALTOR by more than

The mayor of Seven Hills, David i
Bentkowski, stopped by the event as
well. Mayor Bentkowski is a former
CABOR employee.

The auction marked the second

third event planned for later this H
i summer. The August event is a river-
boat luncheon aboard the Nautica
i Queen. Space is limited for this spe-
cial RPAC fundraiser. Be sure to
register early. The cost of admission
{is an RPAC donation. :

$10,000!

Supporting RPAC is truly one of the
best ways we can invest in the real
estate industry.

For more information about RPAC,
send an email to info@cabor.com

| with RPAC in the subject line.




